
July 1, 2021 – End of State of Emergency 
What does that mean for licensees? 

 
On June 15, 2021, Maryland Governor Larry Hogan issued an Order, effective July 1, 
2021, terminating the COVID-19 state of emergency and catastrophic health emergency 
in the State of Maryland which was proclaimed on March 5, 2020.  As a result, all 
emergency mandates and restrictions will be terminated as of July 1, 2021, including all 
special allowances and practices governing the service and sale of alcoholic beverages. 
 
What does this mean for license holders in St. Mary’s County? 
 
All sales of alcoholic beverages for off-site consumption will not be permitted after 
June 30, 2021, with the exception of manufacturer sealed containers for those 
businesses that do not have an “On Sale Only (OSO)” restriction on their license.   
 
The delivery of any alcoholic beverages, whether manufacturer sealed or not will 
not be permitted after June 30, 2021. 
 
The use of food trucks or other vehicles for the sale or delivery of any alcoholic 
beverages will not be permitted after June 30, 2021. 
 
The sale of alcoholic beverages through an unlicensed drive-thru windows will not 
be permitted after June 30, 2021. 
 
The sale of alcoholic beverages not in a factory sealed container through a licensed 
drive-thru windows will not be permitted after June 30, 2021. 
 
Any license holder found to be exercising the above practices after June 30, 2021, will be 
considered in violation of its alcoholic beverage license. 
 
Could changes in Maryland Law impact license holders in St. Mary’s County? 
 
The General Assembly of the State of Maryland has passed legislation which enables 
local alcohol licensing boards to adopt regulations which would authorize the holders of 
certain licenses that authorize the sale of alcoholic beverages at a restaurant, bar, or 
tavern to sell certain alcoholic beverages for off-premises consumption or delivery under 
certain circumstances and pursuant to prescribed restrictions.   
 
UPDATE: The Alcohol Beverage Board of St. Mary’s County has now adopted such 
regulations. 
 
On August 12, 2021, The Alcohol Beverage Board of St. Mary’s County adopted rules to 
allow certain businesses to sell certain alcoholic beverages for off-premises consumption 
or delivery.  Businesses that qualify under the legislation must apply for a permit to 
exercise this privilege.  Please contact the office for more information.  No licensee may 
exercise this privilege without an approved permit from the Alcohol Beverage Board of St. 
Mary’s County – any license holder found to be doing so will be considered in violation of 
its alcoholic beverage license.  


